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If Catholics practised charity, every foe 

Would be, without a drop of blood, struck low.

About one month ago a priest of the Catholic “Resistance” in
France, Fr. Matthew Salenave, another refugee from the SSPX,
penned a wise portrait of the state in which the Catholic
Church finds itself today. Previously he had written in public
somewhat critically of the state of the Newsociety of St Pius
X as having slidden from what it used to be when it was
founded and led by Archbishop Lefebvre. With the text that
follows he wrote that he wished to add a few “more positive
and encouraging considerations.” He continued –  

“. . . . If God allows for a priestly operation to slide, that
does not mean He wishes to abandon His Church or the souls
redeemed by His Precious Blood. That is why alongside the sad
deterioration of the Society of St Pius X He has been raising
up for at least the last 10 years a number of strongholds, a
variety  of  little  fortresses  of  the  Faith.  They  do  not
necessarily all share the same point of view or show the same
firmness in their positions, but for sure and certain they
none of them want to go on following the Newsociety in its
desire to go back under Roman authority.

Thus we have the Company of Mary with Fr Chazal, the Apostles
of Jesus and Mary with Bishop Faure, the Priory of Villeneuve
with Fr Pivert, the Dominicans of Avrille, the Benedictines of
Bellaigue  and  various  priestly  confraternities  under  the
authority  of  the  “Resistance”  bishops  and  different
priories . . . all gathered together under the moral and
spiritual authority of the seven bishops of the “Resistance.”
Obviously, most important of all in this Catholic effort to
resist is the Catholic Faith, with bishops in the front line
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of defence, for that is how the Church continues in its Faith,
hierarchy, and sacraments. 

 Each stronghold will have its own characteristics and even
weaknesses. One or the other stronghold may even fall to the
enemy, as Fr Calmel said about them, but the fall of one or
the other will not bring them all down together, as it would
do if they were all united in one single organisation of
Catholic Tradition. 

 Fr Calmel used to underline also the need for charity to bind
these  strongholds  together.  There  may  well  be  a  certain
autonomy to be respected in the case of each stronghold, but
there is no less need for them to look after one another, and
for  them  to  avoid  those  ecclesiastical  and  religious
jealousies which have always been a bane of Church life. This
situation will not last for ever, but only until the Church
regains a perfectly Catholic Pope. Let us so pray and act that
God can give us one such as soon as possible!” 

 So why are these considerations of Fr Salenave worthy of
recommendation?   In a few bullet-points –  

 * The prime perspective is of God (para 1), and of what He is
doing to look after His Church. It is God who allowed the SSPX
to flirt once more with the apostates in Rome, partly because
their pride deserved it, partly because He needed a single
worldwide  congregation  to  re-establish  the  rights  of
Tradition, but once that was achieved, He no longer needed a
single  Congregation  that  might  even  seem  to  replace  the
official Church. 

 * Thus we have a diversity of Traditional groups (para 2),
all centred on the Faith, not on their own glory nor even
their survival, but relying on their own bishops for a minimal
resemblance of Catholic authority. 

 * This diversity of these strongholds and the unofficial
status of their bishops (para 3) are certainly not a normal



way  for  the  Catholic  Church  to  function,  but  in  today’s
circumstances,  of  God  cleansing  His  Church,  the  diversity
prevents a joint fall (para 2), and the unofficiality leaves
room for God to restore His Church officially and properly, in
His own good time, by the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart of
His Mother. 

 * Fr Salenave began with the Faith and he finishes with
Charity  (para  4).  If  strongholds  claim  to  be  serving  the
Church but have no charity, especially towards one another,
they are, as St Paul strongly says ( I Cor. XIII, 1) “as a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” Let strongholds realise what
example of charity they are giving! 

Kyrie eleison


