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A brief visit to Goa, former Portuguese colony half-way down
the western coast of the Indian sub-continent and now a full
member-state of the Republic of India, revives within me a
great nostalgia, a great debate and always the same great
conclusion: the Lord God is not a little lap-dog to be put on
a leash!

The 1,429-square mile enclave of Goa was conquered by the
Portuguese in two stages, in 1510 and 1546, as an essential
link in a chain of supply-stations for their ships travelling
between Europe and the Far East for the spice trade, which
then brought with it immense wealth. The conquest still shows
in a ring of well-designed and well-built forts surrounding
the Old City of Goa, and largely visible today. The wealth
still shows in a few sumptuous churches of the Old City,
dating back to the early years of the Portuguese settlers when
the spice trade and their Catholic Faith were in their hey-
day. Goa was the base of operations in the Far East for St.
Francis Xavier, whose body rests in one of the great churches.
Goa is where he wanted to be buried. He still watches over it.

From the 18th century onwards Goa lost its importance for
trade, but the Portuguese remained, because they had put down
deep roots and had created what some have called the “Rome of
the  Orient.”  They  had  successfully  converted  the  local
population.  At  one  point  they  even  destroyed  all  Hindu
temples. The result was a Catholic enclave in the warmth of
the tropics, peaceful and happy, with an administrative order
typical of the colonies prior to their de-colonisation, and
with a special charm of which traces remain to this day. Hence
the nostalgia.

But  time  moves  on.  By  mid-20th  century  the  adoration  of
“liberty” and the onward march of “independence” was spelling
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the death of the European colonies and empires. At least in
the Portuguese, Spanish and French empires the conquest of
souls for Heaven had been a driving motivation, evident in
Goa, but it is now failing in “Rome of the Occident” itself,
as it puts into practice the revolutionary Second Vatican
Council.  Where  God  the  Father  was  being  stripped  of  His
Fatherhood, any kind of paternity or paternalism was being
correspondingly outlawed, and that included all paternalism of
colonies and empires. “Colonialism” and “imperialism” were to
be  replaced  by  scruffy  tourism  and  disordered  socialism.
Religion, or irreligion, rules.

So in 1961 the combined army, air force and navy of the new
Indian Republic took over the enclave of Goa. Hinduisation is
proceeding apace, Goa has been moved into the modern world,
and  Hindu  temples  are  being  built  everywhere,  with  the
encouragement of the Catholic priests. But is it the fault of
the children or the fathers? Was not a mosque built recently
right next to St. Peter’s in Rome?

Kyrie eleison.


