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As the leadership of the Society of St Pius X seems to be
faltering, so Catholics who love the Society because they have
received so much from it in years gone by might be tempted to
think that there is nothing much that they as simple faithful
can do about it. They would be wrong. Let them read these
reflections from a friend of mine, and they should be able to
read between the lines that if God does not rescue the Society
for them, as of course he could do, then it has at least in
part depended on them. My friend’s letter is adapted here
below:—

“A  practical  agreement  would  be  ruinous  to  the  cause  of
Catholic Tradition. One need only look at what has happened to
the Traditional Redemptorists in Scotland . . . The two Masses
cannot co-exist. One will always drive the other out . . . At
a Novus Ordo Mass I attended recently, the whole church was
pervaded by chatter and continual clapping . . . The two sides
are simply too far apart for an agreement to work. No meeting
of the minds is possible between modernity and Tradition.

“Then there is the profound revolution which has overwhelmed
modern civilization, including the Traditional movement, and
which has for the most part been missed by the leadership of
Tradition . . . Electronic technology has wrought a cultural
revolution in our lives, especially of the younger generation.
If it is not managed properly, it certainly weakens the faith
because it can take over people’s whole lives. Youngsters are
liable to be captured by it. They hang on it all day long.
People too engulfed in it become dysfunctional, unable to get
up in the morning, or to maintain a live conversation, or to
hold down a job.

“Now if a sports team is not admonished by its coach, its
playing  standards  begin  to  fall.  If  Catholics  are  not
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admonished on cultural issues like music, women’s dress, or
watching television, their cultural standards begin to fall,
which has profound implications for their faith. Traditional
parents are being left to struggle alone with their families
to keep the worldliness of modern society out of their homes,
because the leadership of the SSPX has either missed this
cultural revolution, or it is not giving it the attention that
it deserves. I have had many long discussions with Traditional
families who are concerned about the way that the Traditional
movement is going. Religious movements must take a stand on
cultural  issues  if  they  are  to  flourish.  Tradition  was
strengthened when it used to take a stand on television. But
if a stand is not taken on cultural issues, the stand on
doctrinal issues soon begins to weaken.

“The  latest  Chapter  of  the  SSPX  may  have  pulled  the
organization  back  from  the  brink,  but  I  cannot  take  much
comfort  from  it.  It  spent  much  attention  on  defining  the
parameters of any future discussions with Rome in making an
agreement. Yet, Rome is basically unchanged from 1988. In my
opinion, the SSPX needs to recover the prophetic role that it
performed  when  Archbishop  Lefebvre  was  still  alive.  The
Traditional movement needs to strongly denounce the modernism
and liberalism that is leading the Catholic Church to its
destruction.  These  denunciations  lately  have  been  muted.
Perhaps  many  Traditional  priests  are  distracted  by  the
comforts that they think an agreement with Rome would bring
them.”

Over to you, dear readers. Away with trashy and valueless
music in the home. Get rid of the television set. Reduce
electronics  to  a  minimum.  Mothers,  wear  skirts  whenever
possible, which is most of the time. Otherwise do not complain
if God does not rescue the Society. He forces his gifts upon
nobody. Blessed be his name for ever.

Kyrie eleison.


