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At the outset of the 20 th century surely God gave to the modern
world  two  great  lights:  for  theory,  through  Pius  X,  the
Encyclical Pascendi in 1907, to denounce the key error of
subjectivism;  for  practice,  through  his  Mother,  the
apparitions of Fatima in 1917, to provide a remedy for the
monstrous  plague  of  Communism.  But  the  Devil  deflects
attention from Pascendi, and raises a series of objections to
discredit Fatima. Here are a few of the main objections:—

* How can we take seriously Cardinal Ottaviani’s version of
the third part of the Fatima Secret when supposedly Our Lady
says there that a third World war will start in the latter

part of the 20 th century? The year 2000 has come and gone, and
there has been no third World War. There is an interesting
parallel here between the second and third parts of the Secret
of Fatima. In the second part Our Lady said that a worse war
than WW I would start under the reign of the next Pope, which
was Pius XI. Yet Pius XI died in the spring of 1939 and WW II
was only declared in the autumn when Pius XII was Pope. Did
Our Lady get her calendar wrong? No, she was simply going by
the reality instead of by the appearances. In reality WW II
started in 1938 when Stalin was deciding to make a pact with
Hitler so as to liberate Hitler to make war on his western
front.  See  in  the  May,  2000,  Rector’s  Letter  (on
eleisonkommentar.blogspot,com) the whole fascinating story of
this real start to WW II. Now whether or not the Ottaviani
version is or is not the true “Third Secret,” may the reality
not be that WW III began in the Middle East before the year
2000, for instance with the first invasion of Iraq in 1991?
Things are not always how they appear.

*  In  WW  II  we  saw  horrific  bombings  of  Dresden,  Tokyo,
Nagasaki.  What  will  be  new  here?  Total  WW  II  deaths  are
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reckoned usually at some 66 million, in the tens of millions.
If one reads rightly several warnings of Our Lady, and not
only in Fatima, casualties from WW III and the Chastisement
will be reckoned in the thousands of millions. Of the order of
100 times worse.

*  But  what  material  Chastisement  could  be  worse  than  the
spiritual chastisement of our own days? True, next after the
Fall of Adam and Eve, Vatican II was the worst disaster in all
the history of mankind. Yet the mass of men see it as a great
liberation. “Sticks and stones will break my bones, but words
will never hurt me,” is the old saying. Spiritual punishments
are in themselves much greater, but it takes material things
for us men to understand (cf. Mt. IX, 6, and Jn. XX, 27).

* Our Lady of Fatima promised a period of peace if the Pope
performed  a  certain  consecration.  Popes  since  then  have
performed  several  such  consecrations,  but  we  have  had  no
peace. True, there have been several consecrations inspired no
doubt by Our Lady of Fatima, but never yet exactly as she
required: by the Pope, of Russia, to her Immaculate Heart, in
union with all the bishops of the world. One or other of these
four conditions has always been lacking.

* Our Lady of Fatima told us of “nations being annihilated”
and of “a period of peace.” We saw nations annihilated in WW
II, and a period of peace in the 1950’s. Her prophecies have
happened. What nations have remained annihilated since WW II,
and just how much peace was there in the Cold War of the
1950’s? Our Lady of Fatima spoke of far greater events than
have yet happened.

Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy upon us. Immaculate Heart of
Mary, intercede for us.

Kyrie eleison.


