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To the relief of some, to the disappointment of others, it
looks as though the doctrinal Discussions held over the last
year and a half between theologians of Rome and
representatives of the Society of St Pius X will after all
come to an end this spring, because the main subjects of
discussion will by then have been covered, without any real
prospect of agreement opening up. Such is the conclusion
tentatively to be drawn from remarks of the Society’s Superior
General, Bishop Fellay, made in the course of an interview he
gave on February 2.

Now let anyone disappointed be sure that there are Romans and
important priests of the SSPX who will hardly give up their
efforts to build a bridge between the churchmen of Vatican II
and the churchmen of Catholic Tradition. But howsoever it be
with such strivings to unite all Catholics of good will,
strivings that ebb and flow, yesterday, today and tomorrow,
Our Lord’s words are an anchorage: “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away” (Mt. XXIV, 35). For on
his life the Church’s life is modelled, and in his life there
was an ebb and flow of human strivings and sufferings,
culminating in the dreadful crucifixion, but while he felt
every human urge to shy away from the crucifying will of his

Father — “Father, if it be possible, let this chalice pass
from me " — still his human mind and heart were anchored
in that divine will — “ . . .nevertheless, not as I will, but

as thou wilt” (Mt.XXVI, 39).

So the same unchanging divine will that directed and anchored
Our Lord’s human mind and will, must anchor also the life of
his Church. So Popes, Councils, religious Congregations and
Societies may come and go, but in order to be Catholic they
must submit to that divine will to which Our Lord submitted,
and they must tell the exact same truths that Our Lord
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transmitted from his Father to his Church. Like no other
institution upon earth, the Catholic Church is so built around
Truth that its survival is proportional to its fidelity to
that Truth. It is because the Conciliar Church is putting
human interests in the place of divine Truth, that it 1is
disintegrating, and any Catholic Congregation or Society that
would do the same will likewise fall apart.

It follows that whoever is faithful to the fullness of
revealed Truth is in effect — not in principle, but in
practice — in the driving-seat of the Church (See “Letters
from the Rector” Vol. IV, p.164). Furthermore, whoever has
that Truth and pretends he is not in the driving-seat would be
what Our Lord would have called himself, had he denied his
Father, “a liar” (Jn.VIII, 55). That is because any messenger
disowning the divineness of his divine message is no true
lover of his fellow-men, as he and they may like to think, but
he has for his father the Father of Lies (Jn.VIII, 44).

There is a Truth, even if most people can barely recognize it.
The right and ability of the Romans to govern the Church
depends on their being faithful to that Truth. The right and
ability of the SSPX to stand up to unfaithful Romans depends
on the SSPX’'s own faithfulness to the Truth. For now the SSPX
has been faithful, so for now the SSPX will survive, but may
Rome, by returning to the Truth, make that survival
unnecessary!

Kyrie eleison.



