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An interesting criticism of the Society of St. Pius X, mainly
false but slightly true, was made by Cardinal Castrillon Hoyos
in an interview which he gave ten days ago to a South German
newspaper (text available on the Internet). He said that the
SSPX leaders whom he met in 2000 gave him the impression of
being fixated on the New Mass as though it were “the source of
all evil in the world.”

Obviously the reform of the Latin liturgy of the Mass which
followed on Vatican II (1962-1965) is not responsible for all
evil in the world, but it is responsible for a great deal of
the evil in the modern world. Firstly, the Roman Catholic
religion is the one and only religion instituted by the one
true God when he once, and only once, took human nature,
becoming the God-man Jesus Christ, 2000 years ago. Secondly,
Jesus Christ’s bloody self-sacrifice on the Cross, alone
capable of placating the just wrath of God inflamed by today’s
global apostasy, maintains that placation only through that
sacrifice’s unbloody re-presentation in the true sacrifice of
the Mass. Thirdly, the ancient Latin rite of that Mass,
essential parts of which reach back to the beginnings of the
Church, was significantly changed after Vatican II by Paul VI,
in a manner which he himself told his friend Jean Guitton was
designed to please the Protestants.

But all Protestants take their name from their protesting
against Catholicism. That is why the rite of Mass reformed “in
the spirit of Vatican II” severely dominishes the expression
of essential Catholic truths: in order, 1/ Transubstantiation
of the bread and wine, making 2/ the Sacrifice of the Mass,
constituting in turn 3/ the sacrificing Priesthood, all by 4/
the intercession of the Blessed Mother of God. In fact the
complete ancient Latin liturgy is the complete expression of

Catholic doctrine.
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If then it is primarily by attending Mass and not by reading
books or by attending lectures that the great number of
practising Catholics absorb these doctrines and live them out
in real life, and if it is by so doing that they act as the
light of the world against error and as the salt of the earth
against corruption, then it is small wonder if today’s world
is in such confusion and immorality. “Let us destroy the Mass,
and we will destroy the Church,” said Luther. “The world can
sooner do without the light of the sun than without the
Sacrifice of the Mass,” said Padre Pio.

That is why Archbishop Lefebvre’s first priority in founding
the SSPX was to save the ancient Latin rite of Mass. Thank
God, it is slowly but surely making its way back into the
mainstream Church (which it will not do under the Antichrist).
But now his Society must save the full doctrinal underpinning
of that Mass from the victims and perpetrators of Vatican II,
still firmly ensconced in Rome. We must pray hard for the
“doctrinal discussions” due to open this month between Rome
and the SSPX.

Kyrie eleison.



