Scarce Vocations
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In the up-coming edition of « Credidimus Caritati », the
trimestrial bulletin of the Latin American Seminary of the
Society of St. Pius X (SSPX), will appear some interesting
remarks of an Argentinian deacon due to be ordained priest in
three weeks’ time. He 1is asked by the interviewer what he
thinks the present lack of vocations is due to. Here is his
reply:—

“It seems to me that one can speak of the lack of vocations
either amongst Catholics attached to the SSPX, or amongst
Catholics who are for whatever reason more or less far from
Society positions.

“Amongst the latter, it is clear to see that the farther away
they are from the true doctrine and Faith, the fewer will be
the vocations, because the modern world catches hold of such
men or women the more easily that they belong more to the
world and less to Our Lord. Generally speaking, the religious
Congregations closer to the SSPX are those that have the more
vocations.

“Amongst SSPX Catholics, it seems to me that youngsters born
and raised within the SSPX, with a few praiseworthy
exceptions, develop a split personality, one side Traditional
and the other side modern. The Traditional side comes from
parents, relations and friends who have struggled to keep the
Faith as best they could, and have wanted their children to
follow in their footsteps, continuing the struggle. Where the
modern side comes from is obvious — today’s world swamps the
youngsters in all kinds of enticing novelties to get them for
itself. The youngsters are aware of the clash in their own
lives and try to combine the two sides as best they can. Add
in the lack of a serious prayer life and the lack of resorting
to the sacraments, and the result is that the youngsters grow
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used to living with a split personality, it comes to seem
quite normal, even comfortable, and who wants to have to quit
a comfort zone?”

Simple. Clear. What is the solution? Family fathers must so
fortify true religion in the home, especially by their own
example, that the false glamour of the world is out-gunned,
and loses its power to attract. That requires a real effort,
but it can be done. St. Joseph, Patron of the Church and of
vocations, help!

Kyrie eleison.



